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The Nigerian music industry, globally recognized for its vibrant
Afrobeats genre, is currently undergoing a pivotal transformation in
its approach to Intellectual Property (IP) following the enactment of
the Nigerian Copyright Act, 2022 (the Act). This legislation is
explicitly designed to address the persistent economic threat
posed by digital piracy and the complexities of online content
distribution, providing modern legal tools for securing artists'
remuneration.

The Act significantly expands the scope of copyright protection to
fully encompass digital content, aligning Nigeria with key
international treaties such as the WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT)
and the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT). A
critical element of this digital enforcement is the legal protection
afforded to Technological Protection Measures (TPMs), which
are the encryption, licensing codes, and digital locks used by rights
holders to secure their digital works. Section 50 of the Act makes it
unlawful to knowingly circumvent a TPM that effectively protects
copyrighted material, providing a direct legal basis to tackle
technology-enabled theft.
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Crucially, the Act introduces a formal mechanism for online
enforcement through Internet Service Providers (ISPs). Under The
Act, a copyright owner can issue a written "Notice to take down"
request to an ISP that is hosting infringing material. Upon receiving
this notice, the ISP is required to expeditiously remove the content
or disable access to it. 

This procedure provides music businesses with a fast-track
administrative remedy to combat the immediate spread of
unauthorized music and audio-visual works online, a massive
improvement over older, slower judicial processes.

Furthermore, the new law formalizes and strengthens the rights of
creators and performers. Part VIII of the Act, covering Performer's
Rights, provides formal recognition and protection to the individuals
who perform the music, ensuring they have legal control over the
fixation and communication of their performances. 
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Strategically, for rights holders to fully capitalise on these
protections, they must engage with the regulated Collective
Management Organisations (CMOs), such as the Copyright
Society of Nigeria (COSON) or the Musical Copyright Society
Nigeria (MCSN). These organizations are licensed by the Nigerian
Copyright Commission (NCC) to efficiently manage, license, and
collect performance and mechanical royalties across various digital
platforms, broadcasting, and public usage points, ensuring a
sustainable financial structure for Nigeria’s creative economy.

Disclaimer: The information shared in this post is to provide general guidance on
the subject matter and does not constitute legal advice. For guidance tailored to
your organisation's specific circumstances, contact info@goldsmithsllp.com 


